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CITY COUNCIL

SOUTH (OUTER) AREA COMMITTEE

Meeting to be held in Civic Chamber, Rothwell One Stop Centre, Marsh Street, Rothwell,
LS26 0AD on Monday, 2nd July, 2007 at 4.00 pm

MEMBERSHIP
Councillors

J Dunn - Ardsley and Robin Hood
L Mulherin - Ardsley and Robin Hood
K Renshaw - Ardsley and Robin Hood
R Finnigan - Morley North

B Gettings Morley North

T Leadley Morley North

C Beverley Morley South

J Elliott Morley South

T Grayshon Morley South

S Golton Rothwell

S Smith Rothwell

D Wilson Rothwell

Agenda compiled by: Gerard Watson
Governance Services Unit

Civic Hall
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Telephone: 247 4325

Area Manager: Dave Richmond
Tel: 247 5536
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A BRIEF EXPLANATION OF
COUNCIL FUNCTIONS AND EXECUTIVE FUNCTIONS

There are certain functions that are defined by regulations which can only be carried out at
a meeting of the Full Council or under a Scheme of Delegation approved by the Full
Council. Everything else is an Executive Function and, therefore, is carried out by the
Council’'s Executive Board or under a Scheme of Delegation agreed by the Executive
Board.

The Area Committee has some functions which are delegated from full Council and some
Functions which are delegated from the Executive Board. Both functions are kept
separately in order to make it clear where the authority has come from so that if there are
decisions that the Area Committee decides not to make they know which body the
decision should be referred back to.



AGENDA

Iltem Ward Item Not Page
No Open No
10 PARKS AND COUNTRYSIDE AREA 1-34

COMMITTEE UPDATE REPORT

To consider a report from the Chief Recreation
Officer which updates Members on the work of the
Parks and Countryside Service in the area

(Council Function)
(5 mins presentation/10 mins discussion)
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PARKS & COUNTRYSIDE

Mdh&guvg e en\///‘on/nenf of recrealion
. pl

public park . country parks rounds . nature reserves . woodlands

public rights of way . floral features . allotments . sports pitches . events . cemeteries & crematoria

| abed

Area Committee Update
South Outer

Denise Preston, Chief Recreation Officer
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Background - Parks Post 1988
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Crumbling parks...
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...green deserts
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Big Issues Locally and Nationally

e Ageing Workforce
e Loss of skills
e Low Profile

e Failing infrastructure due to lack of capital
investment and revenue spend

e No Clear Direction

e Anecdotal evidence of successes, but tangible
evidence of failures, e.g. complaints

e Resource pressures with no baseline data to support
bids
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Building A Team
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CABESpace: Parkforce
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New direction -

Parks and Green Space Strategy

e Sets out vision and key
priorities to 2020

e Based around 5
themes

g abed

e Sets out how issues
faced can be tackled
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Gathering the Evidence - Why? and How?

e Why? - to provide baseline data to support strategy
development and support funding bids, ultimately
iImproving responsiveness to customers

e Postal questionnaire 2004 and 2005, and used the
GreenSTAT postal questionnaire for 2006

e 30,000 households (Electoral Register) 90,000 in
total

e 4 500 children and young people (Breeze Card)
13,500 in total

e Ask respondents to identify the greenspace they
normally visit and provide answers for this area

6 obed
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Household Survey - Adults
60 Million visits per year

Visits 2004 2005 2006

Use a park 92% 86% 92%
Winter Summer

Visit Daily (or most 15% 18% 20% | 31%

days)

Visit once or twice 35% 37% 23% | 32%

a week

Time: 30mins-1hr 42% 42% 42% | 37%

Time: 1hr—=2 hrs 35% 34% 19% | 33%

igiLeeds
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Household Survey
Adults

Reason to Visit

No. of Visits

2004 | 2005 | 2006
To exercise 21.5m | 30.6m
Fresh air 29.9m
Keep Fit 12.4m
To contemplate / relax | 19.5m |24.8m
Relax or think 14.3m
To take children to play | 20.0m [22.8m
Visit play area 13.8m
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Household Survey

Adults
Transport Method | 2004 | 2005 | 2006
Walk 53% 549% 59%
Car 43% 38% 37%
Bus 490 490 2.3%
Cycle 3% 3% 1.9%
igil eeds
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Household Survey 2006
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Green Flag

'o,;f,.10 Leeds Quallty Parks - target of all 73 by 2020
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How are we using this information?

e Information available for service as a whole, by type of
greenspace, or down as far as individual park level

e Link satisfaction to Green Flag assessments, Super
Output Area information, etc.

e Performance Indicators / Service Planning

(see where we are; set realistic targets for
improvement; plan actions to affect this

improvement; and measure and report successes)
e Support Funding Bids

Capital Bids - Internal (Parks Renaissance)

Capital Bids — External (Lottery applications, etc.)
Revenue Bids - Site Based Gardeners, etc.

igiLeeds
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Key achievements - a few examples...

« Public Rights of Way

* Allotments
« BMX tracks

* NRF bids — bedding and dog bins in SOAs
e Community Parks

« Parks Renaissance

£175K

2175k
2470k

£200k
£500k
£2.5m

« 7 on site gardeners funded by area committees

» A further £750k announced by Councillor Carter

igiLeeds
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Survey results for the South Outer Area

How often do you visit the park |City % Area %

or greenspace?

More Often /2% 69%
2 or 3 times a year 16% 17%
Once a year 3% 4%
Less than once a year 3% 3%
Never visit 5% 6%




Survey results for the South Outer Area

B1b How often do
you visit the park |Seldom or
or open space? never Once Once or
(Please tick one during thisy Oncea | every2 | twice a
per season) season month weeks week |Most days|Every day] Total Qs Answered
kY winter 10.00% | 25.42% | 12.50% | 27.08% | 11.67% | 13.33% South Outer
Q
% winter 11.85% | 27.84% | 15.58% | 23.18% | 12.90% 8.65% (All)
summer 1.37% 10.05% | 15.07% | 37.90% | 22.37% | 13.24% South Outer
summer 1.57% 17.60% | 18.57% | 33.10% | 19.26% 9.89% (All)

Representing 5,794,287 visits per year

www.|leeds.gov.uk




Survey results for the South Outer Area

How long are your City % Area %
weekday visits during the
summer?
Less than 30 minutes 15% 21%
30 minutes — 1 hour 41% 51%
1 —2 hours 31% 22%
2 —4 hours 8% 3%
More than 4 hours 1% 0%
§ Do not visit 5% 2%
0 How long are your City% |Area %
weekend visits during the
summer?
Less than 30 minutes 9% 10%
30 minutes — 1 hour 35% 90%
1 —2 hours 36% 26%
2 — 4 hours 14% 9%
More than 4 hours 2% 1%
Do not visit 4% 3%

www.|leeds.gov.uk




Survey results for the South Outer Area

What age group |City % Area %
best describes

you?

20-29 9% 9%
30-39 19% 24%
40-49 18% 19%
50-59 18% 17%
60-74 25% 24%
Over 75 9% 7%

Do you consider City % Area %
yourself to be
disabled?
No 90% 89%
Rather not answer 2% 2%
Yes 7% 9%
Are you City % Area %
male or
female?
Female 63.5% 66.3%
Male 36.5% 33.7%

www.|leeds.gov.uk




Survey results for the South Outer Area

Have you ever been City %  |Area% [|Would you wish to be City%  |Area %
consulted on the running of consulted on the running of
parks and greenspace? parks and greenspace?
Yes 5 5% 7.8%]|Yes 48.8%|  45.0%
No 94.5% 92.2%||No 51.2% 55.0%
If you would like to be consulted City % Area %
what format would you like this to
. take?
8 Occasional visitor surveys 25% 27%
N Comment / suggestion cards 16% 17%
Public exhibitions 9% 7%
Public meetings 6% 6%
Talking to staff on-site 8% 7%
Joining a user / volunteer group 5% 9%
Through a regular newsletter 26% 26%
Direct access to managers 5% 6%

www.|leeds.gov.uk




Survey results for the South Outer Area

Why go? City % Area %
To relax or think 6% 5%
For peace and quiet 5% 5%
Enjoy flowers/trees 7% 7%
See birds and wildlife 6% 6%
Feed the birds / ducks 2% 1%
Enjoy the beauty of the surroundings 8% 5%
Get some fresh air 13% 13%
For a walk 12% 11%
Take a shortcut 2% 2%
- Ride a bike 2% 2%
2 Walk the dog 5% 5%
c,\D) Children / Family outing 5% 6%
w Meet friends 2% 2%
Visit the play area 6% 8%
Picnic/barbecue 1% 1%
To eat/drink 2% 1%
Enjoy entertainment 1% 1%
Attend events 3% 4%
To keep fit 5% 5%
To improve my health 3% 3%
Organised educational visit 0% 0%
Guided walks and talks 0% 0%
Play sports or games 3% 3%
Watch sport or games 1% 1%

www.|leeds.gov.uk



Survey results for the South Outer Area

Satisfaction Criteria City Area
C1 |Design and appearance 7.9 7.4
C2 |Cleanliness and maintenance 7.6 7.1
C3 |How easy is it for you to get around 8.5 8.3
C5 |The range of visitor facilities 6.3 5.8
C6 |The standard and maintenance of the trees,

the flowers and flower beds, shrubs and 8.1 7.8

grass areas
C7 |The care and protection of nature and the
wildlife that lives in the park or open space, 7.6 7.2
the insects, birds, and animals etc

C8 |The facilities and / or services that are 6.5 6.5
provided for children and their parents ' '
C9 |The sports facilities 6.1 6.1
C10 |Overall impression of the park or open space 2 6 25

¢ ebed
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Green Flag (LQP) Assessments 2006

All types of greenspace

@ City-wide (All Types)

B South Outer (All types)
5.0

4.0

3.0 1

2.0

1.0

0.0

Welcoming

Signage

Horticultural Maintenance

Marketing & promotion Provision of appropriate

educational info
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Green Flag (LQP) Assessments 2006

Community Parks

@ City-wide (Community Parks)
B South Outer (Community Parks)
5.0 -
4.0
3.0 -
2.0
1.0
0.0 T
Welcoming Signage Horticultural Maintenance Marketing & promotion

Provision of appropriate

educational info
s —
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Current work in the South Outer Area

e Refurbishment of the Jaw Bones
e Refurbishment of Carlton Village Green

e Refurbishment of Scatherd Park and Scarth
Gardens

e Refurbishment of Lofthouse Recreation Ground

igiLeeds
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Current work in the South Outer Area

Allotments:

e Common Lane - Grazing land (part) brought back
into use and new fence and gate erected

e Dolphin Lane — Water issue resolved

e Rooms Lane - Encroachment issues resolved

e Springdfield street — Plots identified for clearance
and regeneration

e The Crescent — Sec 106 funding proposed for site
regeneration

e Westerton Road - Car park installed

e Lofthouse - Fencing replaced and top soil
imported to site

e Carlton — Asbestos removal

e Reservoir — Asbestos removal

igiLeeds
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Planned work in the South Outer Area

igiLeeds

Creation of new Multi Use Games Area at Drighlington
Environmental improvements to Rothwell Country Park
Installation of fencing at Drighlington Park

Woodland improvements at Fleet Lane

Provision of new sports pitches on The Crescent at
Tingley including Changing rooms

Extension of the Rose Lunn Centre, changing facilites
Westerton Road Allotments - Extension proposed and
encroachments removal — Install Water supply

Bridge Street Allotments — asbestos removal

Copley Lane Allotments - new fencing project and
rubbish clearance

Victoria Pit Allotments - Clearance and fencing works to
unused part of site

www, leeds.gov.ulg
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Aspirations for the South Outer Area

-  Street Lane, drainage of whole site, new changing
facilities and off street parking

«  Provision of new sport facility at the former Langdale
primary school, to include pitch, parking and landscape
works

*  Qulton and Woodlesford Sports and Social club
partnership project to develop new sports facilities

«  Provision of new play area and multi use games area at
Thorpe recreation ground

 Improvements to local allotments sites including Copley
Lane and the Crescent

«  On-site (Parkforce) gardeners in all community parks

«  All community parks achieve the LQP standard

igiLeeds
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...and the end result?
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Well managed parks, enjoyed by all
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Positive signs — national satisfaction survey 2006/07
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Core City Percentage
Sheffield 80%
Leeds 79%
Liverpool 74%
Manchester 73%
Bristol /1%
Newcastle upon Tyne 71%
Birmingham 68%
Nottingham 67%
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PARKS & COUNTRYSIDE
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. events . cemeteries & crematoria

Denise Preston

Chief Recreation Officer
denise.preston@leeds.gov.uk
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